LAST   YEARS   AT   WOTTON
competent standing library during five or six days
wholly destitute of my young coadjutor (his grand-
son) who upon some pretence of being much engaged
in the Mathematics and desiring he may continue
his course at Oxon till the beginning of August, I
have wholly left it to him.53
In 1700 we get a view of him through the eyes of
another diarist, with whom he corresponded and
received "many marks of esteem and repeated
favours." Ralph Thoresby of Leeds was an antiquary
and Fellow of the Royal Society. He kept a regular
daily diary from the age of twenty in which he
recorded the doings of a very active life, Unlike
Evelyn he was given to introspection, and he
occasionally indulged in orgies of repentance so
that he goes to bed "with wet cheeks/' and "rivers
of tears issue from his eyes." Evelyn must have
been in London (at the house in Dover Street which
his son had occupied) when Thoresby paid the visit
which he records In the following entry in 1701.
"The famous Mr. Evelyn, who has published a
number of very rare books, was above measure civil
and courteous, in showing me many drawings and
paintings of his own and his lady's doing; one
especially of enamel was surprisingly fine, and this
ingenious lady told me the manner how she wrought
it, but I was uneasy at his too great civility in
leaving an untold heap of gold medals before me,
etc. He afterwards carried me in his coach to his son
Draper's at the Temple, and showed me many
curious pieces of his ingenious daughter's per-
formance, both very small in miniature, and as
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